
SENATE BILL 18-099 

BY SENATOR(S) Merrifield and Priola, Martinez Humenik, Court, 
Donovan, Fenberg, Garcia, Guzman, Jones, Todd, Zenzinger; 
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Pettersen and Wilson, Buckner, Arndt, 
Becker K., Bridges, Coleman, Danielson, Esgar, Exum, Garnett, Ginal, 
Gray, Hamner, Hansen, Herod, Hooton, Jackson, Kennedy, Lee, Lontine, 
McLachlan, Melton, Michaelson Jenet, Roberts, Rosenthal, Salazar, Valdez, 
Young, Duran. 

CONCERNING THE ALIGNMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS WITH THE COLORADO SHINES QUALITY 
RATING AND IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado: 

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.5-101.5, amend 
(2); repeal (5), (6), (7), and (8); and add (6.5) as follows: 

26-6.5-101.5. Definitions. As used in this part 1, unless the context 
otherwise requires: 

(2) "Council" OR "EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCIL" means an early 
childhood council identified or established locally in communities 
throughout the state pursuant to section 26-6.5-103 for the purpose of 

Capital letters or bold & italic numbers indicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes 
through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and such material not part of act. 



developing and ultimately implementing a comprehensive system of early 
childhood services to ensure the school readiness of children five years of 
age or younger in the community. A council may be an early cliiidiruud-caie 
and-eduratiorr conneil-so-fong-as-no-more-than-one-cotitteiFexistrirra-given 
scrvice-ar a  

(5) nEarlreare-and-eduratiorrprovideriLorftearir eare-and-edneation 
• • " istrict, piovidcr, tY that. 

(a)—fs-firensed-pnrsuant-to-part-Faf-artiele-6-of-this-titie-or-that 
partieipates-fir theeaforado-presehool-program-purstrantio-artiefe2-8-of title 

a icipa cs 111 local cornmumty councils. 

(6) ILEarir eltildhoo&eare-ancl-eduratiorr eottneiF-means-a-conneff 
that s public and ptiva c stakcholders identificd or cstablishcd  

An 
baeally-nreommunities-throttghoutthe-statepurstrant-to-sectiorr2-6-675-46}67 

Carly childhoodcare and c uca ton council shallprovi c 
schoo 1- readiness-quality-improvement-funding-to-earireare-ancl-edneation 
pio pui suarrt hi-bk.:L.6cm 26-6 .5 - 1-e6-(3)-to-enhanc ethesehaof readines-s 
of children five-years of agc 01 young 

(6.5) "EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM" MEANS A LICENSED 
CHILD CARE PROGRAM PURSUANT TO PART 1 OF ARTICLE 6 OF THIS TITLE 26 
THAT PROVIDES CHILD CARE AND EDUCATION TO CHILDREN FIVE YEARS OF 
AGE OR YOUNGER. 

(7) "Eligiblc clernentaiy school" in ans a public elcmcntaly  
that. 

 

ycar Y prcccain6 
• ,  

 

 

1111JJiv1 

Loud' s applicatJulrfvrfundilrg pUt S Tant 5 is I equlrcd  
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PPrres le1 luilauig ii 6  i 
the-program7is-receiving--moner-purstrant-to-Titte-F-of-the•-federai 
II 1965"  i r i 17 Education Act of 

q. 

(8) "-Pilot si c agency" mcans a community consolnla 1,11r1 1 l.C11 e 

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.5-103, amend (2) 
as follows: 

26-6.5-103. Early childhood councils - established - rules. 
(2) The statewide system of early childhood councils shall consist of the 
seventeen-pitot-site-agerrthes-anti-other existing early childhood councils, 
renamed through this part 1 as "early childhood councils", and new councils 
designated and convened pursuant to this part 1, subject to available 
appropriations. fram theg and. 

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.5-103.3, amend 
(3) introductory portion as follows: 

26-6.5-103.3. Early childhood councils - applications - rules. 
(3) *pifot-site-agenerorother AN existing early childhood council seeking 
to be newly identified as a council shall designate on its application a 
restatement of the following information: 

SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.5-106, amend (3), 
(3.5), (4), (5) introductory portion, (5)(a) introductory portion, (5)(b), (5)(c), 
(5)(d), (5)(e), (6), (7), (8), and (9) as follows: 

26-6.5-106. School-readiness quality improvement program -
created - Colorado shines quality rating and improvement system. 
(3) On and after January 1, 2003 JULY 1, 2018, and continuing thereafter 
subject to sufficient and available federal funding, there is hereby created 
the school-readiness quality improvement program, referred to in this 
section as the "program", pursuant to which IS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT AS PART OF THE COLORADO SHINES QUALITY RATING AND 
IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM. The state department ofhuman scrviccs shall award 
three-years-of school-readiness quality improvement funding to eligible 
early childhood care--anti-edueation councils identified or established 

, 
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throughout the state pursuant to su scc ion ( . ) of fis section. 
School-1 incss SECTION 26-6.5-103. SCHOOL-READINESS quality 
improvement funding shall be awarded to improve the school readiness of 
children five years of age and younger who are enrolled in early care-and 
c uca ion facilitics CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS. School-readiness 
quality improvement funding shall be awarded to eligible early childhood 
tare-and-education councils based upon allocations made at the discretion 
of the state department and subject to available fcdcral funding. Nothing in 
this section or in any rules promulgated pursuant to this section shall be 
interpreted to create a legal entitlement in any early childhood carc and  
cducation council to school-readiness quality improvement funding. 
purstrant-to-the-programMoneys MONEY awarded throttglr the-program 
shall MUST be used to improve the school readiness of children, five years 
of age and younger, cared for at such aci ities, who ultimately attcnd  

m ntary schools IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 

(3.5) (-a-)-(+) Communities throughout the state that do not have a 
pi sits agcncy AN EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCIL may identify an existing 
entity EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCIL IN ANOTHER COMMUNITY or establish a 
new cntity to scrvc as the early childhood earc and education council 
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 26-6.5-103.3 AND 26-6.5-103.5 to work toward the 
development and implementation of a comprehensive early childhood 
system to ensure the school readiness of young children in the community. 
A colnnlunity laay identify an c rsting cntity, such as a consol• 
care--piiert-sit-e-agener or-an-interagerrer eocrefinating-eerttne-i-For-a-distriet 
presehoofprograrmadvisorreert -aS-TtS-ear

.
ir childhood-care-7d 
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supporting—tire—rmeparedness—af—young—ehiltireri—fo 
staxcnoICters snail inc u c. 

(A)—Sehool-distriets; 

lc county pal ii1C11 , 

(C) Privatc for-profit and nonprofit fitcrrsed child care-providers 
rcpresentilig childcarc c ntcis, family child carc homcs, and preschools; 
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ocat icsourccana le %Ara agency-it agt.arc 

unty, district, or municipal public a tl agencies; an 

ocal mental t community or cornmumttcs. 

(-11-)—Iiradditionr eadreartr childhood-care-and-educatiortr council- 
may ineftrdc, but is-not-limitecl-toTrepresentaticir from-anrcombinatiorr of 
ti 

e total neaastart grantee;  

is oi a o ptcsc ruoi prop an nca in artrctc zu or ti 

(D) C cia ioas, 

) Other local governmental entities, 

(F) Parcnts of other consumers of early childhood-care-and 
• 

rviccs, all 

{C)Faith-based  oigamza ions. 

(b-Y-For-PurPoses-of-this-sectionthe-earFrehifdhererd-care-and 
cduciation council, whether newly established in a community or newly 
idcntif-rcd to serve as such, shall work toward consolidating arrd 

funding7to-create-2rsearafess-earir chiidhoz&sYstenr of ceriftharatirnt among 
the-vari-otrs-publit--arrel-privat-e-stakehold-ers-for-the-effective-dtliverrof 
eartrehifdhood-eare-and-c-duration-to-young-dritdi n in the cuilununity. 

(4) Application for funding. (a) (-1-) An early childhood care-and 
cducatioil council seeking school-readiness quality improvement funding 
from the state department pursuant to this section shall apply directly to the 
state department in the manner specified by rule of the state board of human 
services. An early childhood cart---and-education council applying for 
school-readiness quality improvement funding pursuant to this section shall 
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meet---the—foliowing—mirrimunr-criteria-7 DEVELOP AND SUBMIT A 

SCHOOL-READINESS PLAN TO IMPROVE THE SCHOOL READINESS OF CHILDREN 

IN THE COMMUNITY AS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (6) OF THIS SECTION AND 

SHALL MEET ANY ADDITIONAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED BY 

RULE OF THE STATE BOARD. 

(-24r)---The-commtrnity-reprt.,scntcd by the cal ly chifdheroci-earc-arrd 
educatiorr eottnrifshafi-include one or mor ary 

(B)-The-earlr ehildhood-eare-and-edtteatiorr eattnrii-shalfdereityp 
and-strbrrrit-a-sehoal-rcadiness--pfan-to-improve-the-s-ehool-readiness-erf 
children in the community as dcscribcd in subscction (6) of this section and 

(C) The eai ly childhoodcart andeducation council shall
demonstrate-the-eommitment-of-the-earfr eare-and-edneation-fathlities 
identifie&in-the-sehooi-readirress-pfarrtereooperate-with-anci-participate-in 
t  school-readiness quality rating systcrn. dcscribcd in  
this section. 

1011 COUnCi iiig 
school-readiness quality rmprovcrnent runaing prsuant to this section shalt,  
in-addition-to-the-requirements-set--forth-in-sttbrraragraph-(+)-of-this 
paragraphta);-meet-any-additionak jE,' y i ~tluii wmci is specifiedby 
of the state board. 

(b) Early childhood cam and edutatitm councils that receive 
school-readiness quality improvement funding pursuant to this section shall 
distribute-streh-moneys PRIORITIZE THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE MONEY to 

PARTICIPATING early care-drrd CHILDHOOD education facilities identified in 
the-seltool-reacliness--plan-d-estribed-in-sttbsection-(-6)-erf-this-stetion 
PROGRAMS THAT SERVE CHILDREN FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR YOUNGER WITH 

RISK FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH NOT BEING SCHOOL READY, INCLUDING BUT 

NOT LIMITED TO CHILDREN LIVING IN LOW-INCOME FAMILIES, AS SPECIFIED 

BY RULE OF THE STATE BOARD. 

(5) Colorado shines quality rating and improvement system. The 
arly childhood and  

scction 26-6.5-203 sh-al-Fadop-t-a-vohmtarrsehool-readiness-quality-rating 
systcm. The eating sy stt,iit THE COLORADO SHINES QUALITY RATING AND 

IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM, REFERRED TO IN THIS SECTION AS THE "COLORADO 

y 
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SHINES SYSTEM", shall measure the level of preparedness of and quality of 
services provided by an early care and CHILDHOOD education provider 
PROGRAM to prepare children to enter elementary school. The 
school-readiness quality rating COLORADO SHINES system shall: 

(a) Measure such AND SUPPORT THE elements of quality of an early 
e and CHILDHOOD education facility as PROGRAM, INCLUDING, BUT NOT 

LIMITED TO: 

(b) Be variable to inform parents, counties, and other purchasers of 
early childhood care and education about the level of quality at an early care  
and CHILDHOOD education facility PROGRAM in a simple and 
easy-to-understand manner; 

(c) Be supported by statistically valid research as a reliable measure 
of quality of an early care alai CHILDHOOD education facility PROGRAM; 

(d) Include a quality improvement plan that in otitis quality-iated  
early-care-and-educatioir providers-of-theirstrengths-and-weaknesses-and 
that-ploy iih-s--sudi providers with strategics to improve the quality of their 
services FACILITATES GOAL SETTING AND PLANNING RELATED TO IMPROVING 
PROGRAM QUALITY OVER TIME; and 

(e) Have demonstrated effectiveness at improving the level of 
quality of early care-and EARLY CHILDHOOD education providers PROGRAMS 
in geographically diverse Colorado communities. 

(6) School-readiness plans. Each early childhood care acid  
education council seeking to apply for school-readiness quality 
improvement funding pursuant to this section shall prepare and submit to 
the state department a three-year school-readiness plan that outlines 
strategies to improve the school readiness of children. who reside in 
neighborhoods-witirefigibtceteinentary-schools7 The school-readiness plan, 
at a minimum, shall MUST include: 

(a) The number and oc fon of c igi c-L, Alt -ai y schools iii 1%., 

community A NARRATIVE THAT DEMONSTRATES THE NEED TO IMPROVE 
QUALITY AND INCREASE THE CAPACITY FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS IN ITS SERVICE AREA; 
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(b) Th-e-number and-loratiorr of-earlr earc-and-eduoatioir providers 
that-wili-voluntarily-participate-irrtsehool=readiness-qualitrimprovement 
program; A PLAN THAT DESCRIBES HOW THE EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCIL 

WILL TARGET AND RECRUIT PROGRAMS THAT ARE RATED IN THE COLORADO 

SHINES SYSTEM AT A LEVEL TWO OR HIGHER OR THAT ARE LICENSED 

PROGRAMS WITH A DEMONSTRATED HARDSHIP THAT ARE ACTIVELY 

WORKING TOWARD ACHIEVING A COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM LEVEL TWO 

RATING. THE EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCIL MUST TARGET AND RECRUIT 

PROGRAMS TO INCREASE THE ACCESS AND AVAILABILITY OF QUALITY CHILD 

CARE FOR CHILDREN PARTICIPATING IN THE COLORADO CHILD CARE 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, CREATED IN PART 8 OF ARTICLE 2 OF THIS TITLE 26; 
AND 

(c) A—oommitment—t-hat—the—eartreare—zcivFerlumtion—provi-d-ers 
iti-entifted-irrthe-school=reattinegs-plan-wili-cooperate-with-ami-partitipate 
in the scioo -1 a in ss quality• g syst ni,-dts~  
this s ction, and STRATEGIES DEVELOPED JOINTLY WITH COMMUNITY 

PARTNERS TO INCLUDE, AT A MINIMUM, COUNTY DEPARTMENTS OF HUMAN 

OR SOCIAL SERVICES TO TARGET SCHOOL-READINESS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 

FUNDING TO IMPROVE THE LEVEL OF QUALITY AT PARTICIPATING EARLY 

CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 

(d) quality 
improvement-funding-t-o-improve-the-l-evel-of-quality-at-participating-early 
eare-and-edneatiorrproviders7 

(7) Rules. (a) The state board of human scrvicesshall promulgate 
rules for the implementation of this section, including but not limited to 
rules that: 

(I) Specify the procedure by which an early childhood cart and  
c uca ion council may apply for school-readiness quality improvement 
funding pursuant to the program; AND 

(II) Specify the manner in which school-readiness quality 
improvement funding is distributed to early childhood care-and-eduration 
councils, ensuring an equitable distribution between rural and urban 
communities; and 

(III) Identify any additional eligibility requirements for early 
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childhood eare-and-eduration councils seeking school-readiness quality 
improvement funding. as described in subparagraph (II) of pat a6iapli (a) of 
subsection this c ion. 

(b) At a minimum, the rules promulgated pursuant to this subsection 
(7) shaft MUST identify a specific and measurable level of improvement in 
the school-readiness quality rating COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM that an early 
care-and CHILDHOOD education provider PROGRAM must achieve ov i the .  
t..om ii mg distribution periodafter fu.c1ving an iiiiti Ain ilig 
distributiorrtlirough the plv6i am WITHIN EACH COLORADO SHINES RATING 
CYCLE in order for-tire provider to continue receiving school-readiness 
quality improvement funding, as well as the eligibility criteria for continued 
participation in the program. 

(8) Funding. (a) The school-readiness quality improvement 
program shall be funded using federal child care development fund moneys 
MONEY OR OTHER FEDERAL MONEY annually appropriated for the program. 

moneysSuch THE MONEY shall be allocated by the state department to the 
eligible early childhood care-and-edtreation councils for implementation-of 

ill and for distribution to early care-and CHILDHOOD 
education pluvidci3 PROGRAMS, as provided in this section. 

(b) (I) If moneys arc MONEY IS required to match the federal child 
care development funds, such matching moneys MONEY may be from, but 
need not be limited to, general fund inoircyb MONEY appropriated by the 
general assembly, local moneys MONEY, or private matching moneys. Any 
state, departmentstaffmay be rit-CtS•3ary appart -re 
quality-improvement-program-shall-be--funded-by-federal-ehild-eare 
development---funds-appropriated-for-the-program-and-not--from-general 

n s. The aatlrui iza ion for any staff sary to support 
school-readiness quality improvementprogram shallbe ir ina c s lou 
federal fundrntrfOngerbe-avaitable-forthe-program MONEY. 

6-1)—Notwithstanding-the-provisions--of-subparagrapir (f)-of-this 
palagrap 1( ), The general assembly shaft Is not be obligated to appropriate 
general fund moneys MONEY if private matching moneys arc MONEY IS not 
available or later bCCOnik.. BECOMES unavailable. 

(c) The state department shallIs authorized to enter into a 
sole-source contract with an organization to provide the following: 

' g 
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(I) Rating 

 

QUALITY RATING ASSESSMENTS; 

 

(II) Technical assistance for child cart pi o VI C1J EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS; 

(III) Community infrastructure and resource development for 
improving the quality of child care EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION; 

(IV) Parent and consumer education on the IMPORTANCE OF quality 
ild

 
c pnrvrdeis in iii the community EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION; 

(V) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES. 

(9) Evaluation - report. (a) Each early childhood care-and 
education council shall submit A REPORT to the state department a 
summative-thirtrmontirreport on or before January 1, 2009 AUGUST 15, 
2019, and on or before January 1 evcy tlu cc yeal6 AUGUST 15 EACH YEAR 
thereafter. The report shall MUST address the quality improvement of the 
participating early care-and-educatiorr-facilities CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS and the overall effectiveness of the school-icadincss quality 
improvement-program COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM at preparing low-incomc 
‘.. i le rk.sid-iirg ' ontmtmi i s with igiblc cicnre.ntary schools, 
CHILDREN WITH IDENTIFIED RISK FACTORS for school. Such reports, At a 
minimum, shall THE REPORT MUST address: 

(I) The number of early cart and CHILDHOOD education facrlrtres 
PROGRAMS and children who participated in the school-icadincss quality  
improvement-program COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM, INCLUDING THE NUMBER 
OF CHILDREN FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR YOUNGER SERVED AS A RESULT OF THE 
SCHOOL-READINESS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT FUNDING IN HOME-BASED 
PROGRAMS AND IN CENTER-BASED PROGRAMS; 

(II) The baseline quality ratings of each participating early care-and 
CHILDHOOD education provider PROGRAM during cach ycar of participation 
FOR EACH COLORADO SHINES RATING CYCLE; 

(III) An analysis and explanation of the quality improvement 
strategies undertaken at each early care and CHILDHOOD education facility 
PROGRAM; and 
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(IV) The barriers to quality improvement that were encountered; 
AND 

(V) ANY OTHER DATA REQUIRED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

(b) (I) On or before April 1, 2009 DECEMBER 1, 2019, and on or 
before April 1 DECEMBER 1 every three years thereafter, the state 
department, or any private entity with which the state department is hereby 
authorized to contract for this purpose, shall submit a consolidated 
statewide report, based upon the reports prepared and submitted by the early 
childhood care-and-education councils, addressing the items set forth in 
paragraph (a) of this subsection SUBSECTION (9)(a) OF THIS SECTION to the 
early childhood and school readiness legislative commission and to the 
members of the education committees of the house of representatives and 
the senate of the general assembly, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEE. 

(II) NOTWITHSTANDING SECTION 24-1-136 (11)(a)(I), THE REPORT 
REQUIRED IN SUBSECTION (9)(b)(I) OF THIS SECTION CONTINUES 
INDEFINITELY. 

(c) Reporting early childhood care-and-edtreat-i-ort councils, as well 
as the state department or any private entity with which it may contract for 
reporting purposes, may draw upon the evaluations and studies prepared by 
a nationally recognized research firm to report on the school readiness of 
children in quality-rated early eare-and CHILDHOOD education facilitics  
PROGRAMS. 

(d) Each early childhood cart and cducation council shall work with 
state and local agencies, such as school districts, to support efforts to track, 
through high school graduation, the future academic performance of 
children who receive school-readiness services from early ewe acrd 
CHILDHOOD education providers who PROGRAMS THAT receive funding 
pursuant to this section. 

SECTION 5. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.7-102, amend the 
introductory portion, (1), and (4); repeal (6); and add (1.3) as follows: 

26-6.7-102. Definitions. As used in this article ARTICLE 6.7, unless 
the context otherwise requires: 
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(1) "Colorado child care assistance program" or "CCCAP" means 
the Colorado child care assistance program in the state department CREATED 
IN PART 8 OF ARTICLE 2 OF THIS TITLE 26. 

(1.3) "COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM" MEANS THE COLORADO SHINES 
QUALITY RATING AND IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 
26-6.5-106. 

(4) "Early childhood EDUCATION program" means a school district, 
providcr, hcad start program, or facility that provides chill--uaic a1 

. .  
c uca ton to ow-mconi infants and to Is, has a contractprovidcr 
through-thre-ethoraderchifd-oare-assistartee-programTand-is-either licensed 
CHILD CARE PROGRAM pursuant to part 1 of article 6 of this title—or 

.  
partitipates-irrthe-C—oforadtrprLbe loo pi ogi aiii pal i ' l.. 

22, . . . TITLE 26 THAT PROVIDES CHILD CARE AND EDUCATION TO 
INFANTS AND TODDLERS LIVING IN LOW-INCOME FAMILIES. 

(6) " • II pay structurc thatic cc s an 
inereaseel-rate-afreirnbors-entent-forearfrehildhood-progrants-that-reeeive 
morn y s through CCCAP. 

SECTION 6. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 26-6.7-103 as 
follows: 

26-6.7-103. Colorado infant and toddler quality and availability 
grant program - creation. Subject to available appropriations, there is 
hereby created in the state department the Colorado infant and toddler 
quality and availability grant program. The goal of c grant program is to 
im prove-quality-hrinfant-antituddiertare7-Provide-tierthreimbursementt° 
high-quality cal ly L,hildhooti-programs; GRANTS ARE AWARDED THROUGH 
THE COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM TO IMPROVE QUALITY IN LICENSED INFANT 
AND TODDLER CARE and increase the number of low-income infants and 
toddlers served through high-quality early childhood EDUCATION programs, 
as well as promote voluntary parental involvement FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS, 
AS DETERMINED FOR THE COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM. A program is 
considered "high-quality" if it is RATED in the top two-ratings THREE LEVELS 
of the state's quality rating and improvemurt COLORADO SHINES system. or 

1 a start program mccting fcdcral standards. Early childhood councils and 
conntrdepartnrents-most-j-aintly MAY apply for inomy MONEY through the 
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grant-program STATE DEPARTMENT, which wiH be-administered-brthe-state 
dcpartment ADMINISTERS THE PROGRAM AS PART OF THE COLORADO SHINES 

SYSTEM. AN  early childhood EDUCATION programs that arc PROGRAM THAT 

Is within the service area of an early childhood council and within the 
county jointly applying for the grant may apply to the early childhood 
council for moneys MONEY that would allow them to achicvc one of the 

obj-eetivcs of the-grant-pr ogram THE PROGRAM TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF 

INFANTS AND TODDLERS LIVING IN LOW-INCOME FAMILIES SERVED THROUGH 

HIGH-QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 

SECTION 7. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 26-6.7-104 as 
follows: 

26-6.7-104. Eligibility for grants - applications - deadlines. 
(1) The state department shall develop an application process and issue a 
request for proposals for the grant program, including notification of 
available moneys MONEY to early childhood councils, and county 
dcpartmcnts, eligibility criteria, proposal requirements, and award criteria. 

(2) An applicant to the grant program is eligible for a grant award 
pursuant to this articic ARTICLE 6.7 if: 

(a) The application is made jointly betwccn BY an early childhood 
council AND INCLUDES STRATEGIES DEVELOPED JOINTLY WITH COMMUNITY 

PARTNERS, INCLUDING, AT A MINIMUM, COUNTY DEPARTMENTS OF HUMAN 

OR SOCIAL SERVICES. and a county-dt-partnrcat. If an early childhood council 
serves more than one county, it may submit a single application that  
combincs multiplc countits FOR THE COUNTIES THAT MAKE UP ITS 

DESIGNATED service area. 

(b) The early childhood EDUCATION programs to which the grant 
moneys MONEY will be distributed have contracts ACHIEVED A QUALITY 

RATING PURSUANT TO THE COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM OF AT LEAST A LEVEL 

TWO, OR ARE LICENSED PROGRAMS WITH A DEMONSTRATED HARDSHIP THAT 

ARE ACTIVELY WORKING TOWARD ACHIEVING A COLORADO SHINES SYSTEM 

LEVEL TWO RATING, AND HAVE FISCAL AGREEMENTS with CCCAP; 

(c) The application EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCIL demonstrates a need 
and provides a plan to improve quality and increase the capacity for early 
childhood EDUCATION programs THAT SERVE INFANTS AND TODDLERS 
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THREE YEARS OF AGE OR YOUNGER in its DESIGNATED service area. The goal  
crfthe-grant prograrrris-to-increase-the-mamber-afinfants-and-taddiers-served 
throtrgh-frigh-qtrafity-early-el-rildhered-prergrams7 The early childhood 
EDUCATION programs may be home-based or center-based. 

(d) It provi cs a plan detarlmg how it will providc trcrcd  
reimbursementarrd THE APPLICANT MEETS ANY OTHER CRITERIA SET FORTH 
IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION. 

(e) ft-meets-anr either-Criteria-Setforthirrthe-appfieatiorr process 
vclopcd pursuant to this scction. 

(3) fa-Yin-fiscal-Year 20-1-3=f47grant-aPPlications must be rcceivcd  
by the statc partm t on or bcforc July 31, 2013 SUBJECT TO AVAILABLE 
APPROPRIATIONS, the state department shall review applications and 
determine which applicants will receive grants and the amount of each 
grant. Glant-awards m 
the fund. 

sut jcct to avallabic  
appropriationsTgrant-appl-ieations-must-be-reeeived-brthe-state-department 
rm---7-befor7f7rre-3-0-erf-the-pr:ior-fi-s7l-yearlhe-ste-tlepartment-sh-ali 
revicw applications and dete1ini11c 1 1 pp -willgi an J ainl 
th-e-amottnt-erf eaelr granerant-awards-must-bre-m-ade-ertrorbeferre-Antrst 
-1---t-hrerugh-the-fimth 

fe-)—ffH-n-any-frseal-yetti-the-ftrli-appropriation-brthe gcncral  
as-s-embly-forthe-grant-prergranr is-not-dispersed-as-speeifird-irr paragraphs 
(a)-arrci-(b)-of-this-stibseetiorr(-3), the stat,, &partnient shall revicw 
proposals-an-d-awarel-grants-as-the-applieations-are-reeeiveci-anti-nertrequire 

- 

SECTION SECTION 8. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.7-105, amend (1) 
introductory portion and (1)(a) as follows: 

26-6.7-105. Reporting requirements. (1) No later than four 
months grant, the AUGUST 15 EACH YEAR, AN early 
childhood council that received the grant shall provide the state department 
with an annual report concerning the outcomes of the grant. The report must 
include, at a minimum: 

ept 2v I cmncr I, tnrouglr 
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(a) A summary of data received from early childhood EDUCATION 

programs that received grant inoirLyb MONEY; 

SECTION 9. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-7-304, amend (1) 
introductory portion as follows: 

22-7-304. Council - advisory duties - technical assistance -
report. (1) The council shall inform, at a minimum, the early childhood 
councils, and-the-cally chilliberod-eare-and-educatiorr-eatmeils-ereated 
pursuant to articic 6.5 of title 26, C.R.S., public schools, school districts, the 
state charter school institute, the department, the state board, the department 
of higher education, the Colorado commission on higher education, and the 
governing boards for the state institutions of higher education concerning 
best practices and strategies, aligned with the national standards for 
family-school partnerships, for increasing parent involvement in public 
education and promoting family and school partnerships, including but not 
limited to best practices and strategies in the following areas: 

SECTION 10. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-7-1010, amend (1) 
introductory portion and (1)(a)(II) as follows: 

22-7-1010. State board - commission - public input - staff 
assistance. (1) In fulfilling their duties u111..1 PURSUANT TO this part 10, the 
state board and the commission, at a minimum, shall: 

(a) Meet with interested persons throughout the state, including but 
not limited to: 

(II) Representatives of early childhood councils; and early 
care-and-education-councils; 

SECTION 11. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-11-305, amend 
(4)(b) as follows: 

22-11-305. Accredited with priority improvement plan - school 
district or institute - plan contents - adoption. (4) An early childhood 
learning needs assessment must determine the extent to which: 

(b) Children are enrolled in publicly funded early learning and 
development programs within the school district or in private early learning 

PAGE 15-SENATE BILL 18-099 



and development programs that participate in the school a m ss 
COLORADO SHINES quality RATING AND improvement program SYSTEM 
created ESTABLISHED in section 26-6.5-106; 

SECTION 12. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 24-37.5-703.5, amend 
(1) introductory portion and (1)(f)(VII) as follows: 

24-37.5-703.5. Education data subcommittee - created - duties 
- repeal. (1) The education data subcommittee is hereby created as a 
subcommittee of the advisory board. The education data subcommittee shaft 
consist CONSISTS of the following members: 

(f) At least ten members appointed by the governor with expertise 
in data sharing by education agencies, including at least one representative 
from each of the following groups: 

(VII) Early childhood councils established pursuant to section 
26-6.5-103, eil-7.---and—early—ehiltlhoorl—eare—and—ecitteatiorr-eonneits 

SECTION 13. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act 
takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the 
ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August 
8, 2018, if adjournment sine die is on May 9, 2018); except that, if a 
referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V of the state 
constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within 
such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect unless 
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7 

John W. ickenlooper 
COVE' OR OF THE STATE OF COLORAD 

APPROVED 

approved by the people at the general election to be held in November 2018 
and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the official declaration of 
the vote thereon by the governor. 

Kevi . Grantham Crisanta Duran 
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 --X14.A* 1-dcei,rt,a-)  
Effie Ameen Marilyn Eddins 
SECRETARY OF CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE 
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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